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married Duke Cesare de Valentinois to Madame Charlotte,
daughter of Sieur Alain d'Albret and sister of King Jean
of Navarre; and then entered into a treaty with the Vene-
tian Senate for the partition of the duchy of Milan. These
acts were discomfiting to the Regno, which could only re-
gard the triumph of its enemy and the ruin of its friend as
auguries of evil fortune. For Duke Cesare de Valentinois
undoubtedly was the enemy of Naples now after the rejec-
tion of his suit to Dona Carlotta de Aragona, and in despite
of the fact that his mother's daughter, Madonna Lucrezia
Borgia, was allied by marriage to the Neapolitan Prince
Don Alonso of Bisceglia. The fruit of this last union was
a son, born in November, 1499, baptized in the Xystine
Chapel by the name Roderico after the August Father of
Madonna Lucrezia.
Troubles were brewing for the Sforza. The Vice-
chancellor-Cardinal left Rome, and the French invaded
his brother's duchy of Milan, driving Duke Ludovico
Maria Sforza-Visconti (detto II Moro) to ignominious
flight. Ever ready to take advantage of the weakness of
another Power, also ever ready to be jealous of another
Power's success, Europe eyed the triumph of France with
apprehension and disgust. And when the Lord Alexander
P.P. VI shewed pleasure at the fall of Milan, Spain and
Portugal in their chagrin sent Orators to annoy His Holi-
ness with invectives against His morals,1 (as Satan some-
times denounces Sin), and the validity of His election,2
demanding impossible reforms, and a General Council at
the Lateran. These petty incidents met the fate which they
t! "Mores esse profligates pietatis studium restinctum, flagitiorum
licentiam solutatn, sanctissimas pretio indignissimis addici—remque
esse in extremum poene discrimen adductam."— (Osorius De rebus
gestis Emanuelis, Op. I. 595.)
2 "Italia tutta ayiebbe dimostrato lui non esser vero pontifice."—
(Marino Sanuto in De Leva, 61.) "Que eran notorias las formas
que se tuvieron en se elecdon, y quan graves cosas se intentaron, y
quan escandaiosas."—Zurita, 159.)

